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I. Overview of NCATE Accreditation  

Scope of NCATE Accreditation 
 

The NCATE accreditation process focuses on the Professional 
Education Unit , which is defined as the administrative body at a 
college or university that has primary responsibility for the 
preparation of school personnel.  
 

The professional education unit must include in its 
accreditation review  All  Programs in the institution for the 
initial and advanced preparation of teachers and other school 
professionals to work in P -12 settings.  
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I. Overview of NCATE Accreditation  

Standards Driven and Performance Based Accreditation  
 

NCATE applies its Unit Standards to the professional education 
unit as a whole.  
 

Assessment and evaluation data should be Disaggregated by 
Program  and by off -campus, alternate delivery, and alternative 
route programs.  
 

Assessment data on candidates must be disaggregated for 
program and unit review by the  States in which candidates are 
living at the time they take the assessment.  

 

 

 

 

http://www.ncate.org/Standards/NCATEUnitStandards/tabid/123/Default.aspx
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NCATE Vocabulary  

Á Unit Accreditation vs.  
Program Review  
 

Á Initial Programs vs.  
Advanced Programs  
 

Á Unit Standards vs.  
SPA Standards   
 

Á Candidates vs. Students 
 

Á Clinical Faculty vs.  

Á  Professional Education Faculty  
 

Á BOE vs. UAB 
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Structure of the Unit Standards  

1. Standard  
 

2. Rubric  
 

3. Supporting 
Explanation  
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Standard 5  
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Standard 5  

Standard 5: Faculty Qualifications, Performance, and 
Development  

 

Faculty are qualified  and model best professional practices in 
scholarship, service, and teaching, including assessment of their 
own effectiveness as related to candidate performance; they also 
collaborate  with colleagues in the disciplines and schools. The 
unit systematically evaluates faculty performance and 
facilitates professional development.  
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II. Elements in Standard 5  

5a.  Qualified Faculty  

5b.  Modeling Best Professional Practices in Teaching  

5c.  Modeling Best Professional Practices in Scholarship  

5d.  Modeling Best Professional Practices in Service  

5e.  Unit Evaluation of Professional Education Faculty Performance  

5f.  Unit Facilitation of Professional Development  
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Professional Education Faculty  

Professional Education Faculty  
 

Those individuals employed by a college or university, including  

Á Graduate Teaching Assistants  

Á Adjunct Faculty  

Á Clinical Faculty  

Á Full -time Faculty  

Á Part -time Faculty  
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P-12 School Personnel  

P-12 School Personnel  
 

Á Licensed practitioners in P -12 schools who provide instruction, 

supervision, and direction for candidates during field -based 

assignments. 
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5a. Qualified Faculty  

Element 5a focuses on the qualifications of faculty, from both the 
professional education unit and the partnering P -12 schools. As 
appropriate in their professional roles, faculty are expected to have:  
 

Á Earned doctorates or exceptional expertise  
 

Á Appropriate licensure  
 

Á Contemporary professional experiences that relate to their 
assignments and roles  
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Contemporary Professional Experiences  

Meaningful and structured activities in a P -12 school settings within 
the last five years.  

 

Á Structured observation  
 

Á School teachers or other school personnel  
 

Á Action research, school based research  
 

Á Professional development school activities  
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5b. Modeling Best Professional Practices in Teaching  
 

Professional education faculty are expected to:  
 

Á Demonstrate a thorough understanding of the content they teach  
 

Á Help candidates develop the proficiencies outlined in 
professional, state, and institutional standards  
 

Á Integrate multiple teaching, learning and assessment strategies, 
and technology in their teaching to support candidate growth  
 

Á Engage in guiding candidates in synthesis and application of 
research and theories in classrooms  
 

Á Reflect on their own practice with the goal of continued 
improvement  
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5c. Modeling Best Professional Practices in Scholarship  

Professional education faculty are expected to:  
 

Á Engage in different types of scholarly work in their fields  
 

Á Demonstrate that the scholarly work is based on the missions of 
their units and institutions  
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5d. Modeling Best Professional Practices in Service  
 

Professional education faculty are expected to:  
 

Á Provide service to the unit, institution, and broader community  
 

Á Be actively involved in professional practice in P -12 schools 
 

Á Be actively involved in professional associations  
 

Á Provide education -related services at the local, state, national, 
and/or international levels  

 
 

 


